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was never a period in history when politicians attended so
carefully to the truths which the scholars placed before them
as in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. Adam
Smith, Beccaria, Bentham, are examples of three men of the
study who in their own time profoundly influenced the men
of affairs. The despotic and aristocratic Governments of those
years could frame their policies on scientific principles, instead
of allowing themselves to be swayed merely by considerations
of political expediency. Not all Governments of the ancien
regime—for instance, the French—had sufficient strength of
will to persist in carrying into effect policies which they knew
to be right, but those which did—for instance, Austria under
Joseph II—reformed their State in time and forestalled the
Revolution.
Power and riches carry temptation with them. High life in
the eighteenth century was rather sensual; and the monarchs
were not immune from the prevailing vices. Yet there were
virtuous people in high life as well as among the bourgeoisie
and country-people, and, on the whole, the monarchs of the
" Enlightenment," the Aufklarung, were a class distinguished
for private virtue as well as for public spirit.  Peter the
Great and Frederick II and Catherine II cannot be reckoned
among the virtuous ones; but Maria Theresa (a kind of Queen
Victoria, a matron of Roman virtue), the Emperor Joseph II
and Charles III of Spain (Spartans both of them), Leopold
of Tuscany (the Emperor Leopold II), Louis XVI of France,
and, though he was not phibsophe, George III of Great Britain
were among the most respectable characters of the age. Some
of the lesser German princes, who recognized simply power
.without responsibility, were debauched, like the notorious
Augustus the Strong of Saxony, who, however, belongs to the
first half of the century, before the period of enlightened
monarchs. Charles Theodore (1742-99), Elector of the Palat-
inate and Bavaria, was, as a patron of the arts, something of
a German Maecenas; but he was shockingly immoral, extrava-
gant, greedy.  Wibtemberg under Eberhard Ludwig (1677-
1733) was given up to his mistress, Wilhelmina von Gravenitz,

